
RETAINING WALL 
Submittal/Permitting Guidelines 

 
Permits are required for all retaining walls greater than 48 inches in height measured from the bottom of the footing to the top of 
the wall.  Retaining walls require compliance with the 2022 CBC, CRC, CEC, CGBS and the 2022 California Energy Code. 
 
Submittal Requirements 
Retaining walls are subject to the standard plan review procedures of approximately 10 business days.  Plan check submittals 
for the initial plan check requires one (1) electronic pdf set of scaled drawings with the following information included.   

1. Site Plan – Show surface drainage, lot dimensions, setbacks to property lines, building dimensions, easements, 
existing structures. 

2. Details – Indicate footing sizes, drainage, reinforcing steel, wall height, etc. 

3. Design Professional’s Stamp – Every page of each set of plans must be wet stamped and signed by the Design 
Professional prior to permit issuance.  (Business and Professions Code Section 6735(a) - to view this code see: 
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/calaw.html and check Business and Professions Code and click “Search”). 

4. Engineer’s Structural Calculations – One (1) pdf electronic set attached to the plan set may be required to justify 
lateral analysis, horizontal torsional moments, stability against overturning, anchorage, distribution of uniform loads and 
concentrated loads.   

5. Soils Report – One (1) pdf electronic set may be required.  See the matrix below to determine if a soils report and/or a 
field memo is required. 

Project Type Project Size 

Design Soil Bearing 
Pressure 

≤ 1500 psf for 
continuous and /or 

pad footing only 

Foundation 
Clearance from Top 
of Slope per  

Both Soils Report 
& Field Memo 

Required 

Field Memo 
Required Prior to 

Foundation 
Inspection 

Neither Soils 
Report or Field 
Memo Required 

New Building or Addition 
including attached Misc. 

Structures 

≥ 1000 sqft N/A N/A ✓   

from 401 to 
1000 sqft 

✓ ✓  
✓  

≤  400 sqft ✓ ✓   
✓ 

Detached Misc. 
Structures (Includes 
Patio Covers, decks, 

etc.) 

> 400 sqft 

>1,500 psf ✓ ✓   

✓ ✓  
✓  

N/A 
Closer than minimum 

required 
✓   

≤  400 sqft ✓ ✓   
✓ 

Retaining Walls 

≤  6 ft ✓ ✓  
✓ (*)  

> 6 ft N/A N/A ✓    

Two Story Additions Any size   ✓   

(*) Back fill 30 degree triangle with crushed rock; Perforated drain pipe provided at bottom of crushed rock fill; back fill is level and does not 
support any structures. 

 
Variance or exceptions to these requirements will be reviewed and approved on a case by case basis by the Building Official.  
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